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A Comparative Study of the Initial Material Elements of Creation in the
Hadiths of Ahl al-Bayt (AS) and Astronomy *

Seyyed Esa Mostarhami !

Abstract

The hadiths attributed to the Imams of Ahl al-Bayt (AS), which are deeply rooted
in divine inspiration, represent a significant reservoir of knowledge and wisdom.
Their discourses, intellectual exchanges, and answers to inquiries related to
astronomy are imbued with profound scientific insights that expand the horizons
of human understanding. Interdisciplinary research that bridges hadith literature
and scientific inquiry reveals that the foundational elements of creation and the
processes involved in the formation of the universe—central themes in
cosmology—have been thoroughly addressed in the teachings of the infallibles
(AS). Specific narrations, aligned with their educational objectives, refer to the
existence of "water" (Ma’) and "smoke" (Dukhan) during the primordial phases
of creation. These references demonstrate a striking congruence with
contemporary cosmological theories concerning the early materials and
components of the material universe. Recent cosmological findings indicate that
a fluid-like mass evolved into a vast gaseous state following the initial explosion,
often referred to as the Big Bang, thereby providing a coherent interpretation of
the "water" and "smoke" described in these narrations. This analysis investigates
the correlation between these hadiths and modern astronomical discoveries,
illuminating how the Imams (AS) articulated the substances and stages of the
universe's early development.

Keywords: Astronomical Hadiths of Ahl al-Bayt (AS), Initial Materials of
Creation, Ma’, Dukhan, Interstellar Gases.
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