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Objective: This study aims to conduct a comparative examination of
tawthiq ‘@mm (general authentication rules for groups of hadith
transmitters) in the science of ‘Ilm al-Rijal among Shi‘a and Ahl al-
Sunnah. The primary goal is to identify the most significant rules,
uncover points of convergence and divergence between the two sects,
and analyze the perspectives of leading scholars in each tradition.
Methodology: The research is library-based and employs a
descriptive-analytical approach. Data were collected through the study
and analysis of primary rijali and hadith texts, as well as the opinions
of authorities from both sects, and subsequently examined using
comparative methods.

Findings: The findings indicate that general authentication rules fall
into three main categories:

1. Shared Rules: e.g., authentication of transmitters of authoritative
works (such as Tafsir Qummi and the Sahihayn) and authentication of
the companions of the Imams (4shab al-Ma "siim).

2. Shi‘i-Specific Rules: e.g., the rule of Ashab al-Ijma ", delegated
authority (wakalat), transmitters with ijaza (mashayikh al-ijaza), high
frequency of narration (ikthar al-riwdaya), reliable masters
(mashayikh al-thiqat), and signs such as farhum and tardi.

3. Sunni-Specific Rules: ¢.g., authentication of transmitters of the
first three centuries, authentication of famous transmitters, and the
presence of a transmitter in the isnad of a sahih hadith.

While the scope of certain Sunni rules is broader, Shi‘i tawthig ‘amm
displays greater diversi'a/.

Conclusion: The study concludes that although Shi‘i general
authentication rules are more varied and numerous, they are generally
less accepted among Usiills and more prevalent among AkhbarTs.
Conversely, some Sunni general rules, such as the justice of the
Companions (‘ad! al-sahaba), enjoy consensus. This comparative
analysis provides a framework for mutual utilization of rijalt
methodologies and for more rigorous assessment of hadith isnads.
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Introduction

The science of ‘Ilm al-Rijal, with its focus on transmitter verification, is
foundational to the authentication of hadith. In the absence of specific
evidence (tawthiq khass), scholars of both Shi‘a and Sunni traditions resort to
tawthig ‘amm—>broad rules that authenticate groups of transmitters
collectively. Understanding these rules, their overlaps and distinctions, is
essential both for a deeper comprehension of hadith validation mechanisms in
each school and for inter-sectarian scholarly dialogue. While prior studies
have examined each sect independently, a systematic comparative study
addressing these rules from the perspective of both traditions, with reference
to the opinions of key scholars, has been lacking. This research seeks to
answer the following questions: What are the primary general authentication
rules in each sect? What are their similarities and specificities? And what do
leading scholars in each tradition say regarding each rule?

Methodology

This descriptive-analytical, library-based study focuses on primary rijalt
and hadith texts and the opinions of notable Shi‘i and Sunni scholars on
tawthig ‘amm. Purposeful sampling targeted authoritative sources and
influential scholars, such as Shaykh al-Tisi, al-Khai’1, al-Bukhari, and Ibn
Hajar. Data collection involved systematic note-taking (fish-bardari), and
analysis employed qualitative content analysis and comparative reasoning.
General rules were first extracted for each sect, categorized, and then
compared, examining supporting and dissenting scholarly views.

Findings

The investigations demonstrated that general declarations of reliability
(tawthigat ‘amma) can be classified into three principal categories:

1. Shared General Authentication Rules:

- Authentication of Transmitters of Books: In Shi‘a, according to the
authorial introduction, transmitters of works like Tafsir Qummi, Kamil al-Ziyarat,
al-Mazar al-Mashhadi, and Bisharat al-Mustafa are considered generally
trustworthy. Differences among scholars such as al-Khii’1, Hurr al-‘Amili, and
Muhsint exist regarding scope (all transmitters vs. direct masters) and degree of
credibility, particularly in later works. In Sunnism, transmitters of Sahih al-
Bukhari and Sahih Muslim are unanimously considered reliable; the inclusion of
a transmitter in these collections is itself a strong indicator of authenticity.
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- Authentication of the Companions of the Imams (Ashab al-Ma ‘siim):
Shi‘i scholars such as Shaykh Mufid and Ibn Shahr Ashiib authenticate all
four thousand transmitters of Imam Sadiq (‘a) based on narrations, though this
view is challenged by scholars like al-Khii’1, particularly because of rijali
disagreements and analogy with Sunni theories regarding the Companions.
Sunnis, conversely, assert the justice of all Prophet’s Companions ( ‘adl al-
sahaba), considered a matter of consensus. This article critiques this
viewpoint using Qur’anic verses, hadith (e.g., Hadith al-Hawd), and historical
events (e.g., Battle of Jamal, presence of certain Companions at Karbala).

2. Shi i-Specific General Authentication Rules:

- Ashab al-Ijma‘: Based on Kashi’s narrations, three groups of six
transmitters are generally authenticated. Three interpretations exist:
authentication of the transmitters themselves, authentication of all transmitters
from them, or validation of all narrations from them, even with weak or mursal
isnads.

- Delegated Authority (Wakalat al-Imam): Indicates reliability for certain
Imams; stronger interpretation applies only if the delegation period is long.

- Transmitters with Ijaza (Mashayikh al-ljaza): Famous masters are
deemed trustworthy; others require conditions, such as prolific transmission
and strict oversight of students.

- High Frequency of Narration (Ikthar al-Riwdaya): Repetition of
narrations from the Imam, absent any criticism, may indicate reliability or
praise.

- Reliable Masters (Mashayikh al-Thiqat): According to Shaykh al-TsT,
the mardasil of transmitters like Ibn AbT ‘Amir, Safwan ibn Yahya, and Bazanti
are reliable because they narrated only from trustworthy transmitters. Al-
Khii’1 disputes this due to lack of recognition among early scholars and the
omission of certain teachers’ names.

- Tarhum and Tardi: If issued by knowledgeable authorities and repeated,
indicates reliability or at least good standing.

3. Sunni-Specific General Authentication Rules:

- Authentication of Transmitters of the First Three Centuries: Based
on the hadith “Khayr al-Nas Quruni,” transmitters of unknown standing from
the first three centuries are considered just and reliable. This article critiques
the isnad, arguing the hadith is weak and refers to the collective excellence of

the community rather than individual transmitters.
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- Authentication of Famous Transmitters: Fame for transmitting hadith,
in absence of criticism by contemporary scholars, indicates justice and
precision.

- Presence in Sahih Hadith Collections: Inclusion by an authoritative
compiler (e.g., Bukhari or Tirmidhi) authenticates the transmitters in the isnad.

- Scholarly Silence: Late scholars’ silence on a transmitter, when
contemporary access was possible, implies authentication.

- Transmission by a Trustworthy Transmitter from an Unknown: If a
trustworthy transmitter narrates from an unknown, the latter’s reliability is
strengthened.

- Vague Authentication: If a transmitter states, “A trustworthy person
narrated to me,” without naming them, this itself indicates authentication.

Discussion and Conclusion

The comparative analysis indicates that although Shi‘i tawthiq ‘amm
exhibits greater diversity and number, these rules are generally contested and
less accepted among Usiilis, while more prevalent among Akhbaris. In
contrast, some Sunni general rules — such as the justice of the Companions
and authentication of transmitters of the Sahihayn — enjoy consensus and
minimal dispute. Additionally, the scope of certain Sunni rules, such as
authentication of transmitters from the first three centuries, is extensive. These
differences stem from the sects’ divergent foundations regarding the history
of hadith transmission, the role of reason and consensus, and approaches to
early Islamic history.
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