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Abstract

According to a well-known narration, Amir al-Mu’minin Ali (A.S) sent Ibn Abbas
to the Kharijites during the time of Safin and the course of arbitration, forbidding him
from “controversy” or “conflict” with them through the Quran. In the beginning, it
seems that the Imam, by arguing that the Quran accepts various aspects and has
multiple possible meanings, forbade relying on the Quran in debating and puts the
argument or conflict with the assistance of the Prophet’s tradition (sunnah) as an
effective solution for Ibn Abbas. The most important question here is that given the
emphasis of the Quran and the Prophet’s tradition (sunnah) on the need to refer to and
rely on the Quran in all circumstances, especially in trials, why he has in the events
like Siffin, proscribed to protest by the Quran and rely on verses of revelation against
the Kharijites’ stand? In this research, it was identified by descriptive-analytical
method and in a research perspective; First: The relation of transferring from the
Quran to the Prophet’s tradition (sunnah) is the relation of referring the example to
the parable (embodied truth). It seems that the ground of Quranic verses are alike
concept and concept can accept several interpretations (ta’wil) but the Prophet’s
tradition (sunnah) as being embodied reality and meaning is alike the instance and
there is no possibility of change and transformation in it and according to Imam, there
is no escape from it. Second: The Amir al-Mu’minin (A.S) has not been in the
position of an absolute and universal prohibition against arguing with the Quran, and
this special prohibition has been due to the characteristics of the intellectual system
and the moral system of its special audience i.e. the Kharijites.

Keywords: Imam Ali, Quran, Sunnah, Controversy (and Debating), Conflict,
Kharijites.
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The Instance of “Confident Soul” (Nafs e Mutma’innah) in the
Interpretive Narrations of the Two Major Sects of Islam*
Abdullah Mirahmadi’
Marjan Bavafa'

Abstract

The interpretation of the Holy Quran is sometimes done through the
instances of revelation or the application of the narrations mentioned in the
following verses. The commentators of the two major sects of Islam have
mentioned different instances in some verses. . In Surah Fajr: v one of this
kind of topic where several instances have been mentioned by the interpreters
for “Confident Soul” (Nafs e Mutma’innah) such like the Holy Prophet (P),
the first caliph, the third caliph, Ibn Abbas while this surah is known as Surah
of Imam Hossein (A.S). In addition to the narrations of the virtues of the
surah, some commentators have adapted the context of the last verses of this
surah to Imam Hossein (A.S). In this article, all the interpretive narrations
under verses wand v of Surah Fajr have been analyzed and evaluated by the
descriptive-analytical method and it has been determined that some of these
narrations are weak in terms of authenticity. Some of the other narrations,
although they are authentic in terms of authenticity, do not conform to
“Confident Soul” (Nafs e Mutma’innah) in terms of concept. Several other
instances are rejected due to the being Meccan of the surah, and finally, some
instances are proved due to the context of the surah and the citation of the
interpretation of other parts of the surah.

Keywords: Surah Fajr, “Confident Soul” (Nafs e Mutma’innah), Instances
of “Confident Soul” (Nafs e Mutma’innah), Imam Hossein (A.S), Interpretive
Narrations.
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