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Objective: This study aims to critically examine and evaluate the
exclusive criteria_employed within Sunni scholarship for identifying
fabricated (mawdt‘) hadiths. The primary objective is to analyze the
theoretical =~ foundations, _evidentiary bases, and methodological
effectiveness of these r1nc1{)1es, and to demonstrate their intrinsic
weaknesses and structural challenges in the process of hadith criticism.
Methodology: The study adolpl)ts a descriptive-analytical approach
grounded in library-based research. The data corpus includes Sunni hadith
collections, works of rijal criticism, ustl al-hadith literature, and writings
IBI both Sunni scholars and their critics gSunm and Shi‘i alike). .
ata were collected throth.systema ic examination of p :
secondary sources. The analysis proceeds through logical argumentation,
intra-traditional critique, and comparison with authoritafive Islamic
sources, namely the Qur’an, established Sunnah, sound reason (‘aql), and
reliable historical evidence. L - )
Findings: Six major exclusive Sunni criteria were critically examined: (ﬁ)
Incompatibility with the Sahihayn. (23 Evaluating hadiths against the
statements of the Companions. (3¥The; hi‘i affiliation of a transmitter. (4)
The alleged collusion of the Companions or collective concealment of a
report. (3) Similarity to medical advice. (6) Darkness of the hadith and
intuitive rejection (inkar al-qalb). ) ) )
The findings indicate that these criteria lack robust epistemological foundations.
They are often influenced by theological and sectarian presuppositions, suffer
from conceptual ambiguity” and methodological inconsistency, and display
evidentiary bias in practical application. For instance, the tion of the
Sahthayn and the doctrine of the absolute probity (“adalah) of all Coniﬁamqns are
contestable in light of Qur’anic verses and historical data. Likewise, the criterion
of “Shi i affiliation” appears inconsistent, given the presence of Shi'‘i transmitters
in major Sunni canonical collections, . . . .
Conclusion: Due to their lack of firm foundations, epistemic certainty, and
neutrality, these criteria do not provide reliable or independent staridards
for definitively declaring a hadith fabricated. The study concludes that
hadith criticism must transcend such fragile principles ‘and instead rely
upon comgehenswe methodologies rooted in authoritative sources Sthe
Qur’an, established Sunnah, sound reason, and verified history), as well as
integrated isnad and matn criticism. o .
The research underscores the necessity of revisiting and refining some of
these criteria and cautions against subjective or sectarian bias in the
identification of fabricated traditions.
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Introduction

Hadith, as the second source of Islamic legislation, has historically been
vulnerable to fabrication and distortion. To counter this phenomenon, Muslim
scholars developed both isnad criticism (‘ilm al-rijal) and matn criticism.
Within this framework, Sunni scholarship formulated specific exclusive
criteria that have historically served as grounds for accepting or rejecting
numerous narrations.

However, the validity, universality, and methodological soundness of these
criteria have remained subjects of debate. Addressing the gap in systematic
and comprehensive evaluation of these principles, this article investigates the
theoretical underpinnings, evidentiary arguments, and practical applications
of six major Sunni criteria in order to assess their reliability and identify their
theoretical shortcomings.

The central question is whether these criteria possess sufficient epistemic
strength and certainty to serve as independent and authoritative grounds for
declaring a hadith fabricated.

Methodology

This is a theoretical and foundational study conducted using a descriptive-
analytical method. The research corpus encompasses Sunni hadith collections,
works of rijal, usil al-hadith, and historical writings, alongside critiques
authored by both Sunni and Shi‘i scholars. A purposive sampling method was
employed to select the six most prominent and widely utilized exclusive
criteria, together with the principal arguments advanced both in support of and
against each. Data collection was conducted through systematic extraction
from primary and secondary sources. The analysis is qualitative and critical in
orientation. Each criterion is first explicated through reference to major Sunni
authorities, then evaluated using intra-religious argumentation (including
Qur’anic verses, authenticated reports, established historical facts, and
rational analysis), as well as internal Sunni disagreements and existing
critiques. The evaluative standard is the extent to which these criteria conform
to definitive religious and logical principles.

Findings

The examination of the six specific criteria demonstrated that each of them
is confronted with serious methodological and evidentiary challenges.
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1. Incompatibility with the Sahihayn

According to this principle, narrations that contradict reports in the
Sahthayn are deemed fabricated. This presupposes the absolute authenticity of
all reports contained in the collections of Muhammad al-Bukhari and Muslim
ibn al-Hajjaj. However, numerous Sunni scholars (e.g., Abi Rayyah, Abi
Zur‘a al-Razi, Ibn al-Humam, Ibn Hajar, and even al-Dhahabi) have
questioned or qualified this assumption. Furthermore, the selective
transmission practices of al-BukharT and Muslim—particularly their limited
narration from certain Companions and avoidance of extensive transmission
from the Imams of Ahl al-Bayt——challenge claims of absolute sacrality.

2. Evaluating Hadiths Against the Statements of the Companions

This criterion derives from the doctrine of the universal probity (‘adalah)
of all Companions. Critically: The definition of “Companion” is neither
uniform nor unanimously agreed upon. Qur’anic verses (e.g., Q 49:6) and
authenticated reports—including those found in the Sahthayn—indicate that
some Companions were fallible, hypocritical, or even apostate. The well-
known hadith “My Companions are like stars...”—often invoked in support
of this doctrine—has been declared weak or fabricated by scholars such as Ibn
‘Abd al-Barr, al-Albani, and Ibn Hazm.

3. The Shi ‘i Affiliation of a Transmitter

According to this rule, if a transmitter associated with Shi‘ism (often
labeled “Rafid1) narrates a report concerning the virtues of Ahl al-Bayt, the
report is presumed fabricated.

The analysis demonstrates: (a)The term “Rafidi” was frequently employed
polemically and politically. (b) Major Sunni scholars (e.g., al-Khatib al-
Baghdadi) acknowledged that excluding Shi‘i transmitters would eliminate a
substantial portion of the hadith corpus. (¢) Prominent Sunni scholars who
transmitted virtues of Ahl al-Bayt (e.g., al-Nasa'1, al-Hakim al-Nisabtir1) were
themselves accused of Shi‘i inclinations, indicating the sectarian dimension
of such accusations.

4. Alleged Collusion or Collective Concealment by the Companions

This argument asserts that if a report concerned a major matter (e.g.,
succession), it would have been universally transmitted; thus, its absence
indicates fabrication.
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However, the alleged unanimity on concealment has never been
historically established. Also, numerous Sunni scholars acknowledge the
widespread transmission of reports such as the Hadith of Ghadir. Why the
argument is probabilistic and historical rather than demonstrative, and appears
intertwined with post-Prophetic political considerations.

5. Similarity to Medical Advice

Some scholars considered resemblance between prophetic reports and
contemporary medical teachings as evidence of fabrication.

The findings show: (1) Medical narrations appear in authoritative
collections of both Sunnis and Shi‘is (often in “Kitab al-Tibb” sections). (2)
Ibn al-Qayyim’s rejection of the “eggplant” narration, for example, relies upon
incomplete induction and personal experience. (3) This criterion neglects the
Prophet’s role as a guide in all dimensions of life, including physical well-
being.

6. “Darkness” of the Hadith and Intuitive Rejection (Inkar al-Qalb)

This principle treats an internal sense of aversion toward a report as
evidence of fabrication.

Evaluation reveals: (a) The criterion is entirely subjective and non-
generalizable. (b) The spiritual and epistemic purity required for such
discernment is not universally attainable. (c) It has been used to reject
otherwise authenticated reports when they conflict with a scholar’s theological
inclinations (e.g., al-Dhahab1’s rejection of certain narrations solely on
intuitive grounds).

Conclusion

The study demonstrates that the examined exclusive Sunni criteria lack
firm, definitive, and unbiased foundations. They are often shaped by particular
theological commitments—such as the doctrine of universal Companion
probity or the unqualified superiority of the Sahthayn—and occasionally by
historical-political ~considerations. Ambiguity in definitions (e.g.,
“Companion,” “Shi‘ism”), the relativity of concepts such as intuitive
rejection, and practical inconsistencies (e.g., transmitting from Shi‘i narrators
while invoking anti-Shi‘i criteria) reveal structural weaknesses.

The research outcomes implicate that declaring a hadith fabricated is a
grave scholarly judgment and cannot rest upon fragile and contested criteria.
Also,These principles require reassessment and methodological refinement
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within Sunni scholarship. In addition, hadith criticism must integrate rigorous
isnad analysis, matn evaluation against the Qur’an and established Sunnah,
rational coherence, scientific certainty, and verified historical evidence.

Biased or undisciplined application of such criteria risks the unwarranted
rejection of authentic traditions and the erosion of significant portions of the
hadith heritage.

Limitations and Recommendations

The study focuses exclusively on six criteria and does not address all
analogous principles (e.g., predictions of future events, exaggeration in
reports). Further research should examine additional criteria and pursue
comparative studies of matn criticism methodologies across Islamic legal-
theological schools, potentially contributing to a more coherent and
academically rigorous framework for hadith criticism.
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