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Ob{gct_ive: This study aims to reassess and determine the sectarian
affiliation of Hafs b. Ghiyath al-NakhaT, a judge (qadi) and prolific
transmitter from Imam al-Sadiq (‘a). The central problem addressed is
the long-standing historical dispute regarding whether he was Sunni or
Shi‘1, and the implications of this determination for the credibility and
juridical authority of narrations attributed to him in Shi‘T hadith
sources.

Method: This research is a qualitative, library-based study employing
a historical-textual analytical method. Data were collected from
Erlmary Shi'T and Sunn rijal, bibliographical (fihrist), historical, and
hadith sources. The investigation focused on two principal axes: (ﬁ)
analysis of early rijal texts, and (2) content-based examination of the
narrations transmitted by Hafs. .
Findings: Historical a}nalzsis indicates that the view identifying Hafs
as_Sunni originated in the 4th/10th century (al-Kashshi) and was
reinforced in the 5th/11th century by al-Tusi, continuing into the
modern period. Conversely, the earliest attribution of Shi‘T affiliation
to him appears in the 12th/18th century with al-Wahid al-Bihbahani.
Content analysis of his narrations and contextual evidence yields eight
substantial indicators of his Shi1 affiliation: =

Al-N?I].éshT’s meaningful silence - and implicit disagreement -
regarding the claim of his being ‘@mmi (Sunni).

Tralnsm}ilssion of specifically Imami doctrines concerning Imamate and
walayah.

Use gf distinctively Shi'1 expressions (e.g., ({u ‘iltu fidak).

A report in which Imam al-Kazim ("a) addresses him among “our
awliya” and Shi‘a.”

Transmission from Imam al-Kazim (‘a), a phenomenon rare among
Sunni narrators. ) ) .

Narration of esoteric (batini) and ta’wil-oriented traditions.

The absence of any sectarian criticism in al-Barqt’s rijal work.
Al-TasT’s practical reliance on his solitary reports in juridical
reasoning. ] o

Conclusion: Taken collectively, these indicators strongly support the
conclusion that Hafs b. Ghiyath was Shi'1 in affiliation, though he may
have accepted judicial office under the ‘Abbasid state due to political
or financial pressures. This reassessment undermines the historical
basis for dismissing his narrations in later Imami jurisprudence and
calls for renewed evaluation of his rijal status and transmitted reports.
The study offers a methodological model for integrating historical and
content-based analysis in narrator criticism.
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Introduction

Determining the sectarian affiliation of narrators—particularly those who
transmitted extensively from the Imams (‘a)—is a foundational issue in hadith
and rijal studies. Hafs b. Ghiyath al-Nakha‘T (117-194 AH), who served as
judge in Baghdad and Kiifa during the reign of Hartin al-Rashid, is counted
among the companions of Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) and transmitted approximately
170 narrations from him in a dedicated collection.

Despite this substantial transmission, his sectarian identity has been
disputed. From the 4th/10th century onward, rijal authorities such as al-
Kashshi—and subsequently al-TiisT in the 5th/11th century—classified him as

‘ammi al-madhhab (i.e., Sunni). This classification influenced later juristic
traditions, particularly in Hillah and Jabal ‘Amil, where his narrations were
often marginalized in legal derivation (istinbat).

Beginning in the 12th/18th century, however, scholars such as al-Wahid al-
Bihbahani, relying on internal textual evidence, advanced the hypothesis of his
Shi T affiliation. Yet no comprehensive and independent study has systematically
evaluated all relevant historical and textual evidence. The present study addresses
the following question: Given the available historical and textual evidence, how
should the sectarian affiliation of Hafs b. Ghiyath be assessed?

Methodology

This study is a fundamental-historical investigation conducted using a
qualitative content analysis approach.

The research population consists of all sources related to Hafs b. Ghiyath,
categorized into two groups:

1. Shi‘i biographical (rijal), bibliographical (fihrist), and historical sources
(such as Rijal al-Najashi, Rijal al-Kashshi, Rijal al-Tts1, and Rijal al-Barqi),
as well as Sunni historical and biographical sources (such as Tarikh Baghdad
by al-Khatib al-Baghdadi, al-Tabaqat al-Kubra by Ibn Sa‘d, and Siyar A ‘lam
al-Nubala’ by al-Dhahabi).

2. Shi‘i hadtth sources that transmit narrations attributed to Hafs (such as
al-Kafi, Tahdhib al-Ahkam, and Tafstr al-Qummn).

The sampling method was purposeful and comprehensive (total
enumeration), meaning that all references to Hafs within these sources were
examined. The data collection tool consisted of systematic library-based note-
taking from the aforementioned texts. The principal variable of the study is
“the madhhab (sectarian affiliation) of Hafs b. Ghiyath,” with two possible
values: Shi‘i or Sunni. Data analysis was conducted through a combination of
historical-critical analysis and qualitative content analysis.
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Accordingly, the historical development of scholarly views regarding the
sectarian affiliation of Hafs was first reconstructed. Subsequently, focusing on
two major methodological approaches — (1) analysis of early rijal texts and
(2) textual/content analysis of narrations attributed to Hafs — all supporting
and opposing evidences for the hypothesis of his Shi‘i affiliation were
extracted, classified, and evaluated based on their evidentiary strength and
internal coherence.

3. Findings

A. Historical Development of Opinions

The attribution of Sunni affiliation stems primarily from al-Kashsht’s
designation of him as ‘@mmi, later affirmed by al-Tusi. This position was
subsequently adopted by numerous jurists and rijal scholars across centuries.
In contrast, al-Wahid al-Bihbahani was the first to argue explicitly for his Shi't
identity based on the doctrinal content of his narrations. Later scholars such
as al-NurT and al-Mamagani further developed this view.

B. Analysis of Early Rijal Sources

Al-Najasht’s entry is particularly significant. Despite awareness of Hafs’s
judicial career, he does not identify him as ‘@mmi. Given al-Najasht’s explicit
aim of documenting Shi‘T authors and his methodological precision—often
correcting al-Ttst—this silence is best interpreted as implicit disagreement
with the classification of Hafs as Sunni. Similarly, al-Barqt does not criticize
his sectarian affiliation, and the placement of a similarly named narrator
among the companions of Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) further weakens the claim of
doctrinal deviation.

C. Content-Based Indicators of Shi T Affiliation

The internal evidence of his narrations provides several strong indicators:

Transmission of Imami doctrines: His reports include affirmations of
Imamate and legislative and ontological walayah of the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a),
exceeding mere devotional reverence.

Esoteric and ta’wil-based reports: He transmits allegorical and inner
interpretations of Qur’anic verses, characteristic of Imami hermeneutics.

Distinctively Shi‘T expressions: His use of phrases such as ju iltu fidak
indicates acknowledgment of the Imam’s exceptional spiritual authority.
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Direct affirmation by Imam al-Kazim (‘a): A narration in which the Imam
addresses him among “our awliya’ and Shi‘a” constitutes explicit textual
evidence.

Transmission from Imam al-Kazim (‘a): Such transmission is rare among
narrators identified as Sunni.

Al-TusT’s practical reliance: Despite labeling him ‘ammi, al-Tist
frequently relies upon his solitary narrations in juridical reconciliation (jam*
al-adillah), unlike his treatment of weak Sunni transmitters.

D. Chronology of His Judicial Office

Chronological analysis demonstrates that Hafs’s primary period of hadith
transmission (approximately ages 25-60) preceded his judicial service (ages
60-77). Thus, his acceptance of judicial office under the ‘Abbasids cannot
serve as conclusive evidence of Sunni affiliation and may plausibly be
attributed to political coercion or taqiyyah.

4. Discussion and Conclusion

The cumulative weight of the eight indicators—particularly al-Najasht’s
meaningful silence and the explicitly Imami theological content of Hafs’s
narrations—strongly supports the hypothesis of his Shi‘T affiliation.

This conclusion challenges the principal rationale historically used to
marginalize his narrations within later Imami jurisprudence. Given the broad
consensus regarding his reliability (thigqah status), a re-evaluation of his rijal
classification and transmitted corpus is warranted.

Methodologically, the study demonstrates the necessity of integrating
historical-critical reconstruction with internal content analysis in narrator
evaluation, offering a replicable model for advanced rijal scholarship.
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