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Objective: This study undertakes a comparative analysis of the differences
between ShiT and Sunni exegetical narrations (riwayat tafSiriyyah), with
particular reference to Strat Al ‘Imran. Its principal aim is to identify the
underlying epistemological and theological foundations of divergence and to
delineate the scope and typology of these differences within the most authoritative
transmitted (ma 'thiir) Qur’anic commentaries of the two traditions.
Method: The research adopts a descriptive-analytical method based on
%ahtatlve library research. Exegetical narrations cited under the verses of Stirat
‘Imran in the major transmitfed tafSr works of both schools were collected
and examined. The data were analyzed in light of the hermeneutical and hadtth-
based foundations of each tion and classified according to distinct
exe%e]gcal QFEroag:hes and content typploFles. ) L
Findings: The differences in exegetical narrations can be divided into two
principal categories: (1) Major (structural) differences - narrational types
present in one tradition but absent in the other. (2) Minor (intra-
ological) differences - narrational types shared by both traditions but
exhibiting internal variation.
Four narrational types were found exclusively in Shi7 transmitted
exegesis: Eschatological and future-oriented reports, analogical/figurative
narrations, jary wa tatbiq (contextual extension and application of verses
beyond their immediate referent), esoteric/ta’wil-based narrations
%artlculatlon of inner or batin meanings). o )

n contrast, Sunni narrations are 1predomlnantly transmission-oriented
(naql1) and display greater internal divergence—particularly in_reports
concerning occasions of revelation (asbab al-nuzil). Shi‘T narrations, by
comparison, tend to adopt a more exegﬁ:tlcal-analytlcal and ta’wil-oriented
%)proach and exhibit a cgmfaratively igher degree of internal coherence.

onclusion: The principal source” of divergence lies in the differing
theological foundations of the two schools, especially regarding the
epistemic authority (hujjiyyah) of the statements of the Ma‘sim Imams
and the doctrine of the probity (‘adalah) of the Companions. In Shi‘T
thought, the Imams’ divinely bestowed knowledge (‘1lm ladunni) and
infallibility (‘ismah) function as fopndationalfprinmples that contribute to
the internal coherence and semantic depth of Shi‘T exegetical narrations.
This study proposes a methodological framework for source criticism and
for more systematic comparative analysis in Qur’anic-hadith scholarship.
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Introduction

Muslim thought and practice are fundamentally shaped by the Qur’an and
hadith. A significant portion of doctrinal and juridical differences between
Shi‘a and Sunnis ultimately stems from divergent interpretations of the
Qur’an, which themselves rely upon differing corpora of exegetical narrations.

Previous comparative studies have often neglected the epistemological
foundations and typological classification of these narrations, resulting in
impressionistic or polemically inclined evaluations. A systematic
identification of the doctrinal premises underlying divergence and a precise
delineation of the scope and categories of difference in exegetical narrations
are therefore essential prerequisites for rigorous comparative scholarship.

Siirat Al ‘Imran—due to its theological content, engagement with the
People of the Book, references to the Ahl al-Bayt, and discussions of clear
(muhkam) and ambiguous (mutashabih) verses—provides a suitable case
study.

This research addresses two central questions which are: What are the
foundational causes of divergence in the exegetical narrations of the two
schools? In which domains and typological categories do these divergences
manifest?

Methodology

This study is a qualitative, library-based investigation conducted through
a descriptive-analytical approach. The research population consists of all
exegetical narrations (riwayat tafsiriyya) cited under the verses of Sirat Al
‘Imran in the principal transmitted (ma thiir) tafsir works of both Shi‘i and
Sunni traditions.

Among the Shi‘i exegetical sources examined are 7afsir al-Qummi, Tafsir
al-‘Ayyasht, Nuar al-Thaqalayn, al-Burhan, and Majma " al-Bayan. Among
Sunni works, the study includes Jami* al-Bayan of al-Tabari, al-Durr al-
Manthir of al-Suyutt, and Tafsir Ibn Kathir.

Sampling was purposive and based on primary, authoritative sources. Data
collection was conducted through systematic extraction and note-taking from
these works.

The principal research variables include: exegetical foundations (the
probative authority of the statement of the Ma‘siim/Companions), typologies
of exegetical narrations, and exegetical approaches (transmitted/narrative,
analytical, and ta’wil-oriented).
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The method of analysis proceeded as follows: after collecting the
narrations, the foundational points of divergence were first identified; the
narrations were then classified according to methodological approach and
content typology; finally, intra-group and inter-group differences were
examined through qualitative content analysis.

Findings

The findings are structured around several principal axes:

1. Foundational Bases of Divergence

Differences in exegetical narrations stem from two primary doctrinal
foundations:

The question of Imama and Caliphate — textual designation (nass) in
Shi‘ism versus elective legitimacy in Sunnism.

The justice ( ‘adala) of the Companions and the probative authority of their
statements — affirmed in Sunni doctrine but not accepted in Shi‘i theology.

Shi ‘i scholarship, drawing upon verses such as the Ayat al-Tathir (Q 33:33)
and the Hadith al-Thaqalayn, considers the statements and actions of the
infallible Imam to be coextensive in authority with those of the Prophet (s).
This authority is grounded in two attributes affirmed for the Imams: divinely
bestowed knowledge ( ‘ilm ladunni) and infallibility ( ‘isma).

2. Typology and Approaches of Exegetical Narrations

Exegetical narrations were classified into three overarching
methodological approaches:

a. Transmitted (Naql1) Approach, includes: Lexical explanations, reports
on occasions or contexts of revelation (asbab/shu un al-nuzitl), accounts of
unseen matters (akhbar ghaybiyya).

b. Exegetical-Analytical Approach, includes: Clarificatory narrations
(explication of the apparent meaning, specification, restriction), parabolic or
illustrative narrations.

c. Ta’wil-Oriented Approach, includes: Identification of specific referents
(bayan al-misdag), application and extension (jary wa tatbig), elucidation of
inner or esoteric meanings (ma ‘ant batiniyya).
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3. Major Differences (Exclusive Narrative Types)

The study identified four narrative categories that appear exclusively in
Shi‘i transmitted tafsir and were not found in Sunni exegetical works
examined:

Eschatological/future-oriented narrations, such as reports concerning the
advent of the Qa’im (ajtfs).

Parabolic narrations, e.g., analogies comparing the relationship between
1man and islam to that between the Ka‘ba and the mosque.

Narrations of jary and extended application, such as applying the verse
regarding Maryam’s provision to the descent of food for Fatima (‘a).

Ta’wil narrations (esoteric interpretation), such as interpreting the “clear
verses” (ayat muhkamat) as referring to the Imams (‘a) and the “ambiguous
verses” (mutashabihdt) as referring to specific individuals.

4. Minor Differences (Within Shared Categories)

Even within categories common to both traditions, notable differences
were observed:

Lexical explanations supported by pre-Islamic Arabic poetry:
Although present in both traditions, such narrations are significantly more
numerous in Sunni tafsir (particularly those attributed to Ibn ‘Abbas). The
relative absence of this practice in Shi'i narrations is attributed to the Imams’
possession of ilm ladunni, rendering poetic citation unnecessary.

Occasions of revelation (asbab al-nuzl):

While present in both traditions, Sunni sources frequently report multiple,
sometimes conflicting, causes of revelation for a single verse (e.g., Q 3:77).
In contrast, Shi‘i narrations exhibit minimal divergence, attributed to reliance
on a unified authoritative source (the infallible Imams).

Apparent-meaning exegesis (tafsir al-zahir):

This category constitutes the largest volume of narrations in both
traditions. In many cases, interpretations coincide (e.g., the interpretation of
nisa’ al-‘alamin in Q 3:42). However, in certain instances, Sunni narrations
present multiple or divergent interpretations of a single verse (e.g., Q 3:27),
whereas such multiplicity is generally absent in Shi ‘i narrations.

5. Dominant Methodological Tendencies

Overall, the transmitted (naqli) approach predominates in Sunni exegetical
works. In contrast, Shi‘i tafsir literature demonstrates a stronger presence of
analytical and especially ta wil-oriented approaches.
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Conclusion

The study demonstrates that theological foundations—particularly concerning
Imamate and infallibility—directly shape the content, diversity, and internal
coherence of exegetical narrations. The presence of exclusive narrational
categories in ShiT exegesis (future-oriented reports, analogy, contextual
extension, and esoteric interpretation) reflects a dynamic and meaning-oriented
hermeneutical framework rooted in the Imam’s epistemic authority.

By contrast, the greater internal diversity within Sunni narrations reflects
reliance on multiple non-infallible transmitters among the Companions and
Successors, whose independent juristic and exegetical reasoning produced a
wider range of interpretive reports.

This study contributes a structured methodological model for comparative
source criticism and systematic analysis in Qur’anic and hadith studies.
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