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Objective: This study aims to formulate a systematic methodology for the
narrational-political method of Qur anic_exegesis (al-tafsir al-riwa’1 al-
siyasi). The central problem addressed is the paucity of philosophical and
methodological studies in the field of political exegesis as an independent
discipline, as well as the absence of a structured classification of its
methods. The objective is to explicate the structure, foundations, processes,
strategies, and methodological pathologies of this approach, w1t}1 particular
emphasis on fostering rapsqlriophement (tagrib) between the interpretive
R&:rs&ecﬁves of Sunni and Shi‘i exegetes Sal-f_aﬁq yn). )
ethod: This research adopts a qualitative %pproach employing a
descriptive-analytical method. Its methodological framework is a reformist
and  integrative paradigmatic “five-level model,” _encomfgaassmg
descriptive, foundational “(ontological and eplstemoioglca% strategic
operational, and critical levels. Data were collected through library-bas
research on Shi‘i and Sunni exegetical and hadith sources and were
anal(i:fled through systematic content analysis. ) )
Findings: The narrational-political exegefical method constitutes a logical
process that is lexeme-oriented, verse-cen and theme-based. It relies upon
exegetical narrations transmitted from the Prophet (SAWW), the Imams (AS),
the Companions &sahébah),. and the Successors (tabi‘ln) to elucidate the
“political order” (al-amr al-styasi) in the Qur’an. Ontologically, the exe%gtgocal
narrations of the Prophet and the Imams are characferized as reve Ty
(wahyani), whereas those of the Companions and Successors represent pure
ijtihad_situated near the period of revelation. The é)ref gm is
identified as a “rapprochement-oriented paradigm,” and the selected approach
as the ement- narrational-political  exegeti roach.
the “rapprod based nal-political  exegetical approach.”
Operational processes were elaborated across three trajectories: lexical inquiry,
verse-based analysis, and thematic investigation. The principal methodologi
gla&lg(lig%u@g é({oundatlonal, source-related, procedural, and consequential - were
SO i .

Conclusion: The é)rincipal contribution of this study lies in demonstrating
the possibility and necessity of elevatm(F olitical exegesis from a mere
orientation to a methodologically grounded discipline through reliance on
the narrational method, Its primary application is the production of trans-
sectarian and unifying ~ Qur’anic-political knowledge. The final
recommendation ur%es exeﬁgetes and scholars of political Qur’anic studies
to adopt this five-level framework to avoid sectarianism, contextual
disjunction, and the transformation of the Qur’an from a book of unity into
a source of division.
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Introduction

Political interpretation of the Noble Qur’an constitutes a significant branch
of thematic exegesis (al-tafsir al-mawdii ‘7). However, it has largely developed
in a fragmented manner, lacking coherent philosophical and methodological
foundations. Among the most established exegetical methods is the
narrational method (al-tafsir al-riwa’1), which has also been employed in
political contexts. Nevertheless, its methodological articulation within the
specific domain of political exegesis has not been systematically developed.

Moreover, extant narrational exegeses are frequently framed within
sectarian paradigms and lack a rapprochement-oriented outlook. Addressing
this lacuna, the present study investigates the following central question: What
constitutes the methodology of the narrational method in political exegesis of
the Qur’an, with emphasis on rapprochement between Sunni and Shi‘i
exegetical perspectives? The objective is to present a comprehensive five-
level model for analyzing and applying this method in the production of
unifying Qur’anic-political knowledge.

Methodology

This study is theoretical and foundational in nature and employs a
descriptive-analytical method. The research corpus comprises Shi‘i and Sunni
narrational exegeses and hadith sources relevant to political interpretation.
Given the objective of constructing a holistic methodological model,
purposive sampling was employed, focusing on theoretical foundations and
representative cases within both traditions. Data were gathered through library
research and systematic extraction from primary exegetical and hadith
sources. The analytical framework is a paradigmatic five-level model
designed and developed by the researcher:

Level 1: Descriptive

Definition and clarification of key concepts such as political exegesis and
narrational-political exegesis.

Level 2: Foundational

Analysis of ontological and epistemological foundations of political
exegetical narrations attributed to the Prophet (SAWW), the Imams (AS), the
Companions, and the Successors; as well as identification of the governing
paradigm.
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Level 3: Strategic

Examination of strategies (e.g., continuity-oriented vs. discontinuity-
oriented readings) and approaches (sectarian, comparative, rapprochement-
based).

Level 4: Operational

Explication of practical procedures and rules across three applied
trajectories: lexical inquiry, verse-based analysis (including explicative, sirah-
based occasions-of-revelation analysis, and legislative-legal sub-approaches),
and thematic investigation.

Level 5: Critical

Pathology analysis in four domains: foundational, source-related,
procedural, and consequential.

Data analysis at each level was conducted qualitatively through inferential
reasoning.

Findings

The findings of the study are presented within a five-level model
framework:

Descriptive Level:

The narrational-political exegetical method is defined as a logical, lexeme-
oriented, verse-centered, and theme-based process in which the exegete,
through recourse to exegetical narrations (statements, actions, tacit approvals,
and attributes) attributed to the Prophet (s), the Imams (‘a) (in Shi‘i
perspective), and the Companions and Successors (in Sunni perspective),
elucidates the political intent (al-murad al-jidd1 al-siyast) of God in the Qur’an
through ijtihad-based mechanisms.

Foundational Level:

Ontologically, the political exegetical narrations of the Prophet (s) and the
Imams (‘a) possess a revelatory (wahyani) and divinely inspired (ladunni)
character. In contrast, narrations of the Companions and Successors represent
pure ijtihdad, though temporally proximate to revelation. The proposed
contemporary paradigm is an “ijtihad-based rapprochement-oriented
narrational-political paradigm,” aimed at producing trans-sectarian,
functionally relevant Qur’anic-political knowledge for the entire ummabh.
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Strategic Level:

A composite strategy combining continuity and contextual discontinuity is
recommended, depending on whether the study follows a sequential (tartib1)
or thematic (mawdi'l) method. Among possible approaches, the
rapprochement-based narrational-political interpretation—promoting Muslim
unity and inter-madhhab convergence—is identified as the optimal and ideal
approach.

Applied Level:

The operational processes were elaborated in detail through three
methodological approaches: (1) Lexical-Analytical Approach (Word-Based
Analysis): This approach includes: selection of the political term under
investigation, philological and semantic scrutiny, collection of lexically
oriented exegetical narrations (riwayat tafsiriyya lughawiyya), analysis of
semantic development and transformation. (2) Verse-Based Approach (Ayah-
Oriented Analysis): This approach is subdivided into three categories: a)
Explanatory (Tashrihi): Removing ambiguity, interpreting ambiguous verses
(ta’wil al-mutashabihat), and identifying concrete referents. b) Revelational-
Strah Contextual (Sha'n Nuztl-Sirah Based): Linking verses to major stages
of the Prophetic sirah in Mecca and Medina. c) Legislative-Normative
(Tashr1‘t-Taqnini): Elucidation of politically normative legal verses (ayat al-
ahkam al-siyasiyya). (3) Thematic Approach (Topic-Based Analysis): This
includes the construction of a “family of exegetical narrations” based initially
on shared lexical elements, and subsequently on thematic and conceptual
affinity.

Critical Level (Pathology / Diagnostic Evaluation):

The principal methodological and epistemic challenges identified are as
follows:

1. Foundational (Epistemic) Pathologies: Disconnection from the internal
coherence and unity of the Qur’anic text. Falling into the trap of “narrative-
sufficiency” (riwaya-centrism) in religion and exegesis.

2. Source-Related Pathologies: Scarcity of authoritative and meaning-
generative exegetical narrations. Conflation of narrations from the Ma'stimin
with reports from non-authoritative figures. Proliferation of Isra’1liyyat and
fabricated traditions.

3. Methodological Pathologies: Dominance of sectarian approaches.
Neglect or misapplication of contextual analysis (ihdar al-siyaq). Use of
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ambiguous narrations to interpret definitive verses (muhkamat), or reliance on
weak hadith.

4. Consequential Pathologies: Movement contrary to the unity of the
Muslim Ummah. Transformation of the Qur’an from a unifying scripture of
the community into a sectarian text.

Conclusion

By presenting a five-level model, this study takes an initial step toward the
epistemic systematization of political Qur’anic exegesis and the
methodological structuring of one of its most significant interpretive
approaches. Emphasizing a rapprochement-oriented paradigm (taqribi) and a
unity-centered perspective serves as a response to the prevailing condition of
predominantly sectarian narrative-based exegeses. The findings demonstrate
that, despite the richness of its source material, the narrative method faces
serious challenges in terms of authentication, structural coherence, and
consequential orientation. Comparison with prior studies indicates that while
the general narrative method has been addressed, its application specifically
to the political domain and the presentation of a model with this level of
comprehensiveness constitute the primary innovation of this research.
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