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Introduction

Prophetic infallibility (‘ismah) constitutes a well-established principle in
Islamic theology. Nevertheless, certain narrations found in Sunni hadith
sources appear to conflict with this doctrine. The hadith known as “Thawbit
Ya Hajar” is among such reports. It portrays Prophet Moses (‘a) in a manner
seemingly inconsistent with the dignity befitting an u/ii al- ‘azm prophet. This
narration is commonly cited under Q. 33:69 (“O you who believe, do not be
like those who harmed Moses...”) as an occasion of revelation (sabab al-
nuzil) or exegetical explanation clarifying how Moses was allegedly harmed
and subsequently vindicated.

Despite substantial content-based criticism—such as its apparent tension
with reason and prophetic dignity—the report appears in the most
authoritative Sunni compilations, including Sahih al-Bukhari and Sahih
Muslim. Major commentators such as al-Nawaw1 and Ibn Hajar al-‘Asqalani
not only accepted it but also sought to reconcile it and derive theological and
juristic benefits.

This apparent contradiction between canonical status and problematic
content necessitates systematic investigation. Previous scholarship has
addressed the content critically but has not undertaken a comprehensive,
methodologically integrated study using combined isnad-cum-matn dating
analysis. This article seeks to fill that lacuna by examining the origin,
transmission trajectory, and factors contributing to its acceptance among
traditionists.

Methodology

This qualitative historical study operates within the field of hadith studies
and applies the method of hadith dating using a descriptive-analytical
approach.

1. Research Scope and Corpus

The study is library-based. The corpus includes all transmissions of the
“Thawb1 Ya Hajar” hadith in Sunni hadith and exegetical works from the
earliest extant compilations—such as the Sakifah of Hammam b. Munabbih—
through fourth-century AH sources, including al-Tabart’s Tafsir and Sahth Ibn
Hibban.
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2. Data Collection

All available isnads (chains of transmission) and textual variants were
extracted directly from primary sources.

3. Analytical Procedure

The analysis proceeded in three integrated stages:

(a) Isnad Network Analysis: All collected isnads were diagrammed to
construct a transmission network. The analysis focused on identifying:
common links (shared transmitters across multiple chains), pivotal
transmitters in dissemination “Diving” chains (isnads that bypass the common
link). This method follows the isnad analysis approach associated with
scholars such as Joseph Schacht, emphasizing identification of the “common
link” as a probable point of origin or dissemination.

(b) Matn (Textual) Analysis: Different textual versions were compared
with respect to: narrative structure, key lexical expressions, introductory and
concluding formulas, added narrative details (e.g., the number of times Moses
struck the stone), explicit linkage to Qur’anic verse

(c) Combined Analysis: Findings from 47snad and matn analyses were
synthesized to reconstruct the likely origin, evolution, and approximate date
of the report.

Findings
The findings of the research can be summarized in two principal

domains—namely, the documentary (isnad-based) dimension and the textual
(matn-based) dimension—as follows:

A. Isnad Findings

1. Abli Hurayrah as the Primary Common Link: Isnad-network analysis
clearly demonstrates that nearly all transmission lines converge upon Abil
Hurayrah. He functions as the principal transmitter and common link across
chains.

2. The Pivotal Role of ‘Awf b. Abi Jamilah: After Abii Hurayrah, ‘Awf b.
Ab1 Jamilah (d. 146/147 AH) played a decisive role in transmitting the hadith.
His transmission through students such as al-Hasan al-Basr1, Khallas b. ‘Amr,
and Muhammad b. Sirn gained wide circulation. Later transmitters—such as
Riah b. ‘Ubadah—facilitated its entry into canonical works including Sahith al-
Bukhari and Musnad Ahmad.
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3. Weakness of Alternative Chains: Although some reports attribute the
narration to other Companions (e.g., Ibn ‘Abbas, Anas b. Malik), these chains
are limited in number and often exhibit technical weaknesses (e.g., mursal
transmission through al-Hasan al-Basr1). Thus, the Abti Hurayrah line remains
dominant.

B. Matn Findings

1. Stability of Core Narrative

Despite minor lexical differences, the narrative kernel remains constant:
Moses’ modesty and concealment, accusation of bodily defect (adar) by the
Children of Israel, the stone fleeing with his garment, Moses pursuing it
unclothed, public vindication.

2. Variation in Details

Variations occur primarily in: The number of blows struck against the stone
(three to seven), placement of Q. 33:69 at the beginning or end of the narration,
the recension of Hammam b. Munabbih—arguably earlier—does not
explicitly connect the report to the verse, whereas later versions (e.g., Ibn Ab1
Shaybah) directly integrate it into Qur’anic exegesis.

3. Progressive Exegetical Function

Over time, the narration became fixed as a tafsir or sabab al-nuzil for Q.
33:69, which contributed to its proliferation in exegetical literature.

4. Narrative Accretion

Some later versions incorporate additional elements — such as mention of
Moses’ staff or association with the miracle of water flowing from the rock —
indicating gradual narrative expansion.

Conclusion

The combined isnad-cum-matn analysis suggests that the hadith “Thawbi
Ya Hajar” likely gained currency in the latter half of the first Islamic century,
primarily through Abti Hurayrah. The evidence supports the conclusion that
he functioned as the central common link, playing a decisive role in its
dissemination—if not its formulation.

The role of “Awfb. Abt Jamilah in the second century AH was instrumental
in integrating the report into mainstream Sunni hadith literature.

This narration exemplifies reports that emerged to clarify ambiguous
Qur’anic verses—possibly influenced by biblical storytelling (Isra’liyyat)—
and later became insulated from serious critique due to their inclusion in



49 Dating the Hadith “Thawbl Ya Hajar” through Combined Isn@ d and Matn ...| Nancy Saki et al

canonical compilations. The reception by major scholars such as al-Nawawi
and Ibn Hajar illustrates how formal isnad authenticity (especially inclusion
in the Sahthayn) sometimes overshadowed substantive content critique.

A limitation of this study is its focus on Sunni sources without comparative
engagement with Shi‘i perspectives or extended theological analysis.

Overall, the findings highlight the necessity of applying rigorous combined
isnad and matn criticism to narrations that bear theological implications,
particularly those impacting doctrines such as prophetic infallibility.
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