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Buckley. Buckley generalizes tt adith development theory to
Shi‘ism, denying_the authentlplgf of the juridical hadith attributed to
Imam Ja‘far al-Sadiq and their derivation from the Prophetic Sunnah
claiming instead that they were developed or adapted from Jewish legal
sources 1n the 2nd Islamic century. The main objective of this research
is to refute this thesis and l[l)rov1de an accurate representation of the
revival and transmission of the Prophetic Sunnah during that period.
Methodology: The study employs a critical library-based approach in two
main dimensions: d(ls) methodological cnn%e using_historical-comparative
analysis of Shi‘i and Sunni hadith to examine Buckley’s flawed generalizations
and his neglect of cont evidence; (2) content analysis to evaluate Buckley’s
claim of adaptation from Jewish jurisprudence by analyzing his theoretical and
evidenti ases. Data were collected from pi Islamic sources (Shi‘i and
Sunni hadith, rijal, historical chronicles) and secon sources (Orientalist
works ‘and crifiques). Analysis was descriptive-analytical, using logical
inference from historical and fextual data. .
Findings: The study finds Buckley’s arguments for extending the
development thesis to Shi‘i hadith -"such as the alleged disproportion
between the number of narrations and the number of ITmam al-Sadiq’s
students, unreliable narrators, and the lack of written sources - are
incorrect. Comparative study confirms the existence of “shared juridical
hadith” between Sunni and Shi ‘i sources, Imam al-Sadiq’s access to the
ushaf of Imam_‘Ali as an early written source, and the Imam’s unique
scholarly authority. Political conditions in the 2nd century prompted
some Sunni transmitters to paraphrase narrations or conceal attribution
to Imam al-Sadiq, rather than representing fabricated hadith,
Conclusion: The main outcome confirms_that Buckley’s Shi‘i hadith
development thesis is invalid, and his claim of Islamic jurisprudence
being borrowed from_ Jewish sources is unfounded. The study
demonstrates that the Prophetic Sunnah constituted an independent
juridical s¥stem preserved and transmitted through the Imams,
especially Tmam al-Sadiq, via early written sources. The findings
emphasize the authenticity of the Shi'i hadtth corpus and highlight the
importance of compdrative methods and historical-political
contextualization when critically evaluating Orientalist claims

Cite this article: Alavi Aliabadi, F.S.; & Hosseini, B.Z.; & Rezadad, A.; &
Alishahighalehjoughi, A. (2025). A Comparative Analytical Study of the Exegetical Method
in Al-Burhan and Nur al-Thaqalayn. Comparative Hadith Sciences, 12 (23), 267-312.

© The Author(s).

Publisher: Al-Mustafa International University.



https://orcid.org/0000-0001-9830-8887
https://orcid.org/0000-0003-0771-1940
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-5322-103X
https://orcid.org/0000-0001-7205-759X
file:///F:/Work/مجلات/3.%20Motaleaat%20Qheraat%20Quran/Jeld24/Motaleate%20Qeraat%20Quran%2024/qer.journals.miu.ac.ir

Comparative Hadith Sciences, 2025, 12 (23) 268

Introduction

The notion of “jurisprudential hadith development” constitutes one of the
fundamental assumptions of many Orientalists in their critique of Islamic
hadith. According to this view, the vast corpus of jurisprudential narrations
preserved in the Sunni hadith collections is not an authentic remnant from the
Prophet’s era but rather the product of expansion and fabrication by jurists of
the second and third Islamic centuries, often drawing upon adjacent legal
systems such as Jewish jurisprudence. Ronald Buckley, a contemporary
Orientalist, has attempted to extend this notion to Shi‘1 jurisprudential hadith,
particularly the narrations attributed to Imam Ja‘far al-Sadiq (peace be upon
him). He relies on three main premises: the incongruity between the
transmitted narrations from Imam al-Sadiq in Sunni sources and the large
number of his students, the absence of a reliable written source from the first
century, and the partial unreliability of some narrators. From these, he
concludes that Shi‘1 jurisprudential narrations are also the product of
development and adaptation in the second century. The present study is
formulated in response to this challenge. By identifying a research gap—
namely, the lack of systematic critique of this notion within the field of Shi't
hadith and the neglect of comparative and historically contextual analysis—it
seeks, through a critical methodology, to examine Buckley’s claims and
demonstrate the authenticity of Imamf jurisprudential hadith.

Methodology

This research is qualitative and library-based, using a critical approach in
two main axes:

1. Methodological Critique: Historical-comparative study of Shi‘i and
Sunni hadith and historical sources, alongside Buckley’s works, to examine
the flaws of his generalization and neglect of contrary evidence (e.g., the
Mushaf of Imam Alt and the practice of paraphrased transmission).

2. Content Critique: In-depth analysis of the “hadith development” thesis
and the claim of adaptation from Jewish law. Comparative analysis of Shi‘i
and Jewish legal content, as well as evaluation of historical evidence,
demonstrates the invalidity of Buckley’s claims.

Data collection employed systematic note-taking from primary sources
(Shi‘i and Sunni hadtth, rijal, historical chronicles) and secondary sources
(Orientalist studies and critics). Analysis was descriptive-analytical and based
on logical inference from historical and textual evidence.
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Findings

3-1. Critique of Buckley’s Premises:

An examination of Buckley’s three main premises shows that none of them
are substantiated or defensible. First, the alleged discrepancy between the
number of narrations of Imam Ja‘far al-Sadiq (peace be upon him) in Sunni
collections and the size of his student body is not indicative of inauthenticity.
Rather, it reflects the policy of tagiyya and “narration in meaning” (naq! bi-I-
ma nd) employed by Sunni transmitters (such as Malik ibn Anas) in the hostile
Umayyad and Abbasid environment. To ensure broader acceptance, these
narrations were often transmitted under alternative chains attributed to the
Companions.

Second, the claim of the absence of a written source is refuted by abundant
reports regarding the Mushaf of Imam ‘Ali (peace be upon him), dictated by
the Prophet (peace be upon him) and written in Imam ‘Al’s own hand,
containing all rulings, including detailed prescriptions. This Mushaf was in
Imam al-Sadiq’s possession during the second century and served as a source
of reference.

Third, the claim regarding unreliability of narrators is based on a few weak
and unreliable reports, which contradicts Imam al-Sadiq’s established
reputation as “the Truthful” (al-Sadiq) and the acknowledgment of his
jurisprudential authority by prominent figures such as Malik ibn Anas and Abui
Hanifa.

3-2. Results of Comparative Study:

A comparison of Shi'T and Sunni hadith shows that over 70% of
jurisprudential narrations are shared (common jurisprudential hadith). Such a
content overlap cannot be explained by independent development within the
two sects. Strong historical evidence indicates that the origin of this overlap
was Imam al-Sadiq’s lessons, through which he taught approximately 4,000
students, including 3,600 Sunni transmitters. These students transmitted the
narrations but, due to political and sectarian considerations, often attributed
them to chains accepted within their own communities (Companions). This
process represents “narration in meaning” to preserve content while altering
chains or wording, rather than expansion in the sense of fabrication.

3-3. Resolving the “Common Chain” Problem:

Orientalists cite the issue of limited isnad chains (i.e., unique chains of
Sunni jurisprudential hadith concentrated among a few second-century
transmitters) as evidence of fabrication. However, by considering Imam al-
Sadiq as the primary source, a broader network of chains emerges, resolving
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the so-called “common chain” problem. In other words, Shi‘T chains traced to
Imam al-Sadiq and the preceding Imams provide a parallel, ancient source for
the same jurisprudential content.

3-4. Critique of the Claim of Jewish Influence:

A comparative analysis of Islamic and Jewish legal rulings shows
fundamental differences in principles, details, and rational coherence. In
shared domains (e.g., certain purification laws), Islamic jurisprudence is more
developed and systematic. Furthermore, the claim that Muslims had broad
access to complex Jewish legal texts (such as the Talmud) during that
historical period lacks historical foundation. Therefore, the notion of
borrowing or adaptation is entirely unfounded.

Conclusion

The findings of this study clearly demonstrate that Buckley’s notion of the
expansion of Shi'T jurisprudential hadith lacks scholarly validity. His
arguments are based on an incomplete and non-comparative understanding of
hadith history, neglecting Shi‘1 sources and historical indications.

In contrast, this research offers an alternative historical perspective: in the
second century AH, Imam Ja‘far al-Sadiq (peace be upon him), drawing on
the Prophet’s written legacy (the Mushaf of Imam °Ali) and operating within a
relatively favorable political context, revived the authentic jurisprudential
Sunnah. A significant portion of this tradition was transmitted to the broader
Islamic community through his numerous students—many of whom became
prominent Sunni transmitters. However, due to political pressures from ruling
authorities, the anti-Alid climate in regions such as Iraq, and the necessity of
tagiyya, the attribution of these narrations to Imam al-Sadiq was often
diminished or concealed, and they were transmitted via ‘“narration in
meaning” under alternative chains.

Comparison with Previous Studies: While Sunni critics have been
unable to adequately address the “common chain” problem in their
collections, this study, by introducing a Shi‘1t source (Imam al-Sadiq and the
Mushaf of Imam °‘Al7), challenges not only the notion of development in Sh1‘1
hadith but also the theoretical legitimacy of the development hypothesis in
Sunni jurisprudential hadith. This is because it demonstrates a shared origin
for a substantial portion of jurisprudential narrations.

Research Limitations: This study focuses on historical and hadith texts and
may require complementary perspectives from the philosophy of history or textual
criticism. Additionally, a more thorough examination of all shared jurisprudential
narrations as part of a larger project could further strengthen the findings.
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