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works such as al-Mawdu‘at fi al-Athar wa al-Akhbar (Fabrications in
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Keywords: Ali (peace be upon him)” (al-nasb wa al-'adawah) as the fundamental
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of unreliable narrations. This article further analyzes the motivations
behind hadith fabrication (e.g., political, sectarian, and the role of
storytellers) and highlights certain methodological weaknesses in al-
Hasani’s approach. These include his overreliance on chain criticism
based on accusations of narrator extremism, his insufficient attention
to content criticism, and his neglect of foundational Shia doctrinal
principles concerning the Imamate. In conclusion, this study evaluates
the shortcomings of al-Hasani’s methodology within the framework
of the science of hadith criticism, while also acknowledging its
strengths, such as his systematic elaboration of the motivations for
hadith fabrication.
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1. Introduction

As the second primary source of Islamic knowledge after the Qur'an, the
Hadith corpus occupies a central yet precarious position within Islamic
intellectual tradition. Its authority made it a prime target for forgery and
manipulation by various internal and external actors seeking to advance
political agendas, legitimize sectarian doctrines, or simply garner personal
influence. This resulted in a significant infiltration of fabricated reports (al-
ahadith al-mawdu‘a) into the vast heritage of prophetic narrations, a reality
acknowledged by both Sunni and Shi ‘i scholarly traditions.

In response, Muslim scholars developed rigorous forensic sciences to sift
authentic narrations from spurious ones. The initial efforts were compilatory,
yielding works like Ibn al-Jawzi’s “al-Mawdu‘at” in the Sunni tradition and
later, Muhammad Taqi al-Shushtari’s “al-Akhbar al-Dakhila” in the Shi ‘i
tradition. Subsequently, the scholarly focus shifted towards critical evaluation
(naqd), giving rise to specialized disciplines like “‘ilm al-rijal’ (the science of
narrator biography) and ‘ilm al-dirayah (the science of hadith methodology)
to assess the reliability of both the chain of transmission (isnad) and the text
(matn) of narrations.

Standing as a prominent contemporary Shi ‘i scholar in this field, Hashim
Ma‘ruf al-Hasani undertook a systematic study of this phenomenon. This
research aims to critically examine al-Hasani's authentication criteria, his
typology of fabrication motives, his critique of prior scholarly traditions, and
the application of his principles to controversial narrations, particularly those
concerning the virtues (manaqib) and vices (mathalib) of early Islamic figures.
The study seeks to evaluate the strengths, internal consistency, and potential
shortcomings of his methodology within the broader framework of Islamic
hadith criticism.

2. Methods

This study employs a descriptive-analytical methodology to deconstruct al-
Hasani's framework. The analysis is structured around two primary pillars of
his approach:

1. Sanad (Chain of Transmission) Criticism: This involves examining al-
Hasani's criteria for impugning narrators. The study investigates his primary
benchmarks for dismissing Shi‘i narrators (accusations of “ghuluww” -
exaggeration and extremism) and Sunni narrators (accusations of “nasb” -
enmity towards Imam ‘Ali ibn Abi Talib). His use of other factors like
disconnection (irsal) and deception (tadlis) is also analyzed.
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2. Matn (Text) Criticism: This involves analyzing al-Hasani's content-
based criteria for rejecting narration. The study focuses on his paramount
standard: contradiction of the Qur’an, definitive rational principles (al- ‘aql
al-sarih), and established Islamic doctrines. His limited application of the
internal science of hadith (figh al-hadith) is also noted.

Furthermore, the study analyzes al-Hasani's historical and motivational
analysis for the emergence of fabricated hadith, including political
exploitation, sectarian conflicts, and the role of professional storytellers
(qussas).

3. Findings

The research yields several key findings regarding al-Hasani's
methodology:

A. Sectarian-Based Narrator Criticism: Al-Hasani’s approach to “sanad”
criticism is fundamentally shaped by a sectarian lens. He identifies
“ghuluww” (extremism) as the primary cause for the weakness of Shi ‘i
narrators, while considering ‘“nasb” (enmity towards Imam °‘Ali) as the
fundamental flaw discrediting Sunni narrators. This often leads to a swift and
generalized dismissal of narrations based on these accusations rather than a
meticulous, case-by-case analysis supported by a consensus of biographical
experts.

B. Content Criticism Grounded in Rational-Theological Principles: In
“matn” criticism, al-Hasani’s central criterion is the congruence of a
narration’s content with the explicit meanings of the Qur’an, sound reason,
and cut-and-dried Islamic principles. He extensively employs this tool to
reject narrations that contain theological impossibilities, historical
inaccuracies, or descriptions contradicting the esteemed character (sirah) of
the Imams. For instance, he rejects vitriolic narrations cursing the early
caliphs, arguing they conflict with the Imams documented practice of avoiding
divisive speech and prioritizing Muslim unity.

C. Motivational Analysis and Critique of “Leniency”: Al-Hasani provides
a sophisticated analysis of the motives behind hadith fabrication, highlighting:

-Political Exploitation: Rulers, particularly the Umayyads, sponsored the
fabrication of hadith to legitimize their authority and undermine their
opponents (e.g., promoting the public cursing of Imam Ali).

-Sectarian Polemics: Extreme elements within various sects, including
some claiming Shi ‘ism, fabricated narrations to support their views and
malign their adversaries.
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-The Role of Qussas (Storytellers): Professional storytellers, often
employed by the state, invented fantastical tales about paradise, hell, and the
virtues of figures to captivate audiences, which later seeped into hadith
collections.

He also offers a sharp critique of the principle of “al-tasamubh fi adillat al-
sunan” (leniency in evidence for recommended acts), arguing that its misuse
opened the floodgates for unreliable narrations to enter canonical texts, as
scholars focused on legal (figh) narrations while neglecting others.

D. Critique of Shi ‘i Scholarly Tradition: Al-Hasani openly criticizes Shi ‘i
scholars for their historical neglect in compiling independent works dedicated
to fabricated hadith, unlike their Sunni counterparts. He argues this omission
left Shiism vulnerable to attacks from opponents who could point to these
unchecked, extreme narrations within Shi ‘i sources.

E. Methodological Shortcomings: The analysis reveals a key weakness: an
over-reliance on “sanad” criticism based on accusations of “ghuluww/nasb”,
often leading to hasty judgments without sufficient corroborating evidence.
This is coupled with an underutilization of deep “matn” criticism (figh al-
hadith) that goes beyond obvious contradictions to examine subtler textual and
contextual clues. The application of his criteria to case studies (e.g., the
narration of “Iblis’s pledge to Abu Bakr” or those involving al-Mufaddal ibn
‘Umar) shows a tendency to declare narrations “fabricated” (mawdu‘) where
a more precise conclusion might be “unfit as evidence” or “requiring
suspension of judgment” (tawaqquf), due to a lack of conclusive, multi-source
evidence.

4. Conclusions

Hashim Ma‘ruf al-Hasani’s work represents a significant, systematic
endeavor within modern Shi ‘i scholarship to address the critical issue of
hadith fabrication. His primary strength lies in his structured historical and
motivational analysis of the phenomenon, his forceful critique of the uncritical
acceptance of narrations, and his consistent application of the core rational-
theological principle of rejecting what contradicts the Qur’an and sound
reason.

However, his methodology is hampered by a predominant and at times
excessive dependence on a sectarian-based model for impugning narrators
(ghuluww for Shi ‘is, nasb for Sunnis). This approach often supersedes a more
nuanced, multi-criteria evaluation that integrates various strands of evidence
from both the chain (sanad) and the text (matn). Consequently, while his work
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is invaluable for identifying broad categories of forgery and their causes, his
specific judgments on individual narrations can be prone to generalizations
and require further verification through a more balanced and comprehensive
forensic process. His work serves as a crucial starting point that calls for a
more integrated and less partisan application of the rich tools of hadith
sciences to achieve a higher degree of methodological objectivity.
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