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Accounts of violence transmitted within Islamic heritage
concerning the biography of the Noble Prophet (peace be
upon him) have become a subject exploited by Orientalists
to level criticisms against Islam. The incident of Banu
Qurayza is among the most significant evidences cited by
critics to challenge the Prophetic biography (peace be upon
him), capitalizing on narrative heritage with all its
weaknesses and problems.

This research undertakes the task of presenting and
critiquing the methodology of Orientalists and their
historical and narrative evidence by applying a critical-
analytical approach to the texts transmitted in narrative
sources. The study concludes that the set of accusations
directed against the person of the Prophet (peace be upon
him) to form a negative image of him stem from narratives
transmitted in books of Hadith and biography. These
narratives can be critiqued through their anomalous nature
and their contradiction to what is widely accepted among
Muslims regarding history and biography, in addition to their
weakness and inconsistency with historical facts and the
texts of the Noble Qur’an.
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1. Introduction

The article begins by situating the debate within the broader field of Hadith
studies, asserting that this field is perpetually open to re-evaluation and cannot
be limited to the judgments of past or present scholars. It highlights that
historical and religious research is often influenced by personal biases (e.g.,
sectarian tendencies) and methodological constraints, particularly the pressure
exerted by political authorities on intellectual production. Many early
scholars, the author argues, had to navigate a delicate balance between
scholarly integrity and the appeasement of ruling powers, leading to a corpus
of tradition that is sometimes flexible and susceptible to political influence.

The incident of Banu Qurayza is identified as the paramount example used
by Orientalists and contemporary critics (including Christian polemicists,
atheists, and secularists) to allege institutionalized violence in the Prophet's
conduct. The author contends that this incident, shrouded in ambiguity and
contradiction, has not received the meticulous critical investigation it
warrants, often being taken for granted by Muslim scholars. The urgency of
this study is underscored by the modern era, where evolving political and legal
concepts, coupled with the accessibility of information through digital media,
have brought these allegations to a global audience, making a robust academic
defense imperative.

2. Methods

This research adopts a multi-faceted analytical and critical methodology:

1. Source-Critical Analysis (Ilm al-Rijal wa al-Dirayah): The primary
method involves a meticulous examination of the chains of transmission
(isnad) of the narrations concerning Banu Qurayza found in major Sunni and
Shi'a hadith compilations (e.g., Sahih al-Bukhari, Sahih Muslim, al-Tusi's
Tahdhib al-Ahkam) and historical texts. Narrators are evaluated based on their
reliability, age at the time of the event, and potential biases.

2. Textual Criticism (Naqd al-Matn): The content of the narrations is
analyzed for internal consistency, logical coherence, and contradiction with
other well-established reports. This includes identifying anachronisms,
exaggerations, and narrative elements that align more with Biblical stories
than with Qur'anic principles.

3. Historical Contextualization: The events are situated within their
broader historical and political context, considering the tense relations
between the nascent Muslim community in Medina and its opponents,
including the Jewish tribes.
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4. Comparative Analysis: Conflicting reports about the same event are
juxtaposed to highlight inconsistencies and identify which versions are more
probable or likely fabrications.

The work of contemporary scholars like Noureddine Bouliahya, who
critically re-examined the event in his book "The Massacre of Banu Qurayza:
Between Quranic Values and Historical Fraud," is acknowledged as an
influential, though not exhaustive, methodological precursor.

3. Findings
The investigation yields several critical findings that severely undermine
the traditional narrative of extreme violence:
Weak and Problematic Chains of Transmission (Isnad):
-Key narrators like “Ata' al-Qurazi and Kathir bin al-Sa'b are identified

as obscure, unreliable, or singular narrators (munkar al-hadith), whose
biographies are incomplete and whose testimonies lack corroboration.

The primary narrations often come from individuals who were very
young children at the time of the event (e.g., Ibn ‘Umar, Ibn al-Zubayr),
raising doubts about their capacity to recall precise details decades later.

- The narration citing the number of killed (400) comes through Abu al-
Zubayr from Jabir, a chain deemed weak by classical critics.

-Textual Contradictions and Inconsistencies (Matn):

Chronological Impossibilities: There are irreconcilable contradictions in
the timeline. Reports about the Prophet (pbuh) delaying prayer until reaching
Banu Qurayza conflict with other authentic narrations stating he was delayed

at the Battle of the Trench (Khandaq) until sunset, making a subsequent
journey to Banu Qurayza implausible that same day.

-Illogical Narrative Elements: The story that Banu Qurayza would
willingly choose Sa'd bin Mu'adh as their arbitrator—despite knowing his

previous hostile encounters with them and being explicitly informed that his
judgment would be death—is presented as highly illogical and suspect.

-Absence of Major Companions' Testimony: The startling lack of detailed,
first-hand accounts from senior companions who were undoubtedly present is

presented as a major red flag, suggesting the event's gruesome details may not
have occurred as later reported.

-External Influences and Anachronisms:
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-The judgment attributed to Sa'd bin Mu'adh—to kill the men and

enslave the women and children—bears a striking resemblance to laws found
in the Biblical Book of Deuteronomy (20:10-14), rather than deriving from
the Qur'an. This suggests a potential retrojection of Biblical norms into the
Islamic narrative.

-The article implies that the detailed, violent narrative may have been

amplified and circulated during the Umayyad period to serve political agendas
that favored a narrative of absolute power and harsh punishment for dissent.

-Contradiction with Established Prophetic Character: The alleged extreme

violence stands in stark contrast to the well-documented, merciful character
of the Prophet (pbuh) and his consistent record of forgiveness towards even
his most ardent enemies, most notably his pardon of the people of Mecca upon
its conquest.

4. Conclusions

The study concludes that the Orientalist critique of the Prophet's biography,
centered on the Banu Qurayza incident, is built on a fragile foundation. The
detailed narrative of a mass execution is not supported by robust, early, or
coherent evidence within the Islamic tradition itself. Instead, it relies on late,
singular, and politically charged narrations that are rife with historical
inconsistencies, logical flaws, and potential external influences.

Therefore, the negative image of the Prophet (pbuh) constructed by
Orientalists is a consequence of their uncritical adoption of these problematic
narratives from Islamic sources without applying the necessary internal
source-critical methodologies that Muslim scholars themselves developed.
This research calls for a systematic and critical re-evaluation of historical
narratives within Islamic studies, prioritizing sources that align with the
Qur'anic ethos and the Prophet's well-established ethical character. It asserts
that defending the reputation of Islam and its Prophet against these allegations
is an academic and intellectual necessity, especially in the modern information
age where such claims are widely and uncritical disseminated.
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